
Hammond Parks and 
Grounds Superintendent Whit-
ney Statham is the city Employ-
ee of the Year.

Mayor Pete Panepinto and the 
Hammond Rotary Club made 
the announcement Wednesday.

“ S h e ’ s 
s o m e o n e 
you’ll see on 
the street, 
with her 
purse slung 
on her back, 
holding a 
Weedeater in one hand, then 
bending over to pull out the 
smaller weeds,” the mayor said.

“And I can do it in heels!” Sta-
tham quipped.

Her dedication in the Clean-
est City competition meant 
coming to work at 2 and 3 
a.m., working 15-hour days 
and volunteering her time and 
money on the weekends to im-
prove high-tra   c areas, such as 
cemeteries, parks and nursing 
homes, Panepinto said.

“She doesn’t earn overtime; 
she just works until the job is 
 nished,” he said. “She never 

fails to compliment her depart-
ment for their hard work, re-
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Hammond resident Olivia 
Maurer, 17, senior at Arch-
bishop Hannan High, re-
cently received a couple of 
honors at a state program 
at Rivertown Theaters for 
Performing Arts.

Maurer took home first in 
scholarship and talent, and 
she was first runner-up for 
the title of Distinguished 
Young Women of Louisiana. 

In addition to $850 
in cash scholarships 
that resulted from those 
achievements, she was 
also awarded the Presiden-
tial Scholarship valued at 
$30,000 annually to Chapman University in Orange, Cali-
fornia. For her talent performance, she sang “Don’t Rain 
on My Parade.”

Over the summer, attended Girls State and won the 
American Legion Samsung Scholarship for the state, 
which entitles her to a minimum of $1,250 with the po-
tential to win up to $10,000 on the national level.

At school she is a student ambassador and events 
coordinator for the Student Council Executive Board. 
She participates in Blackfriars Drama Club, choir, the 
liturgical band, Campus Ministry Team, National Honor 
Society, Rho Kappa Honor Society and Mu Alpha Theta.

Her parents are Glenn and Melissa Maurer.
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Statham 
is named 
employee 
of year

HONORED EMPLOYEE — 
Whitney Statham holds the 
City Employee of the Year 
plaque with City Councilman 
and Rotary Club President 
Mike Williams during the Ham-
mond Rotary Club meeting 
Wednesday.

First responders participat-
ing in a full-scale search-and-
rescue training exercise next 
month are looking for volun-
teers to play the part of drown-
ing victims.

The parish will host a water 
SAR exercise Sept. 14 in Lake 
Maurepas in Manchac. The 
exercise will involve multiple 
agencies and was initiated by 
the Tangipahoa Parish Rural 
Fire Protection District No. 
2, which has a water rescue 

team.
District Administrator Den-

nis Crocker said the exercise 
will help hone  rst respond-
ers’ procedures and skills for 
rescuing people during emer-
gencies, such as the March and 
August 2 1   oods when lo-
cal and state agencies joined 
forces to evacuate people from 
high waters. 

He said the exercise will 
need around 100 volunteers 
who can play the victims need-
ing rescuing. Organizers of the 
training would prefer for  rst 

responders to volunteer as res-
cuees as well as rescuers. But 
volunteers can be anyone in-
terested, including camp own-
ers on the lake, he said.

The parish homeland se-
curity department will pro-
vide buses to load up res-
cuees. Acadian Ambulance, 
Red Cross,  re departments, 
Wildlife and Fisheries and 
other agencies plan to partici-
pate too.

The organizers have been 
meeting regularly to plan the 
training. 

The exercise will be simulat-
ed by Gulf South Dive & Res-
cue, which is the company the 
district used to train  re  ght-
ers on its water rescue team. 
Participating  rst responders 
will not know the exercise’s 
rescue scenarios until the day 
of the event, but the exer-
cise will involve a helicopter, 
Crocker said. 

Those interested in volun-
teering should call Crocker 
or parish Homeland Security 
Deputy Director Vicki Travis at 
(985) 748-3211.
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Responders plan rescue drill
Volunteers needed to act as drowning victims

David Taylor with the Ham-
mond Civil Airport Patrol is 
looking forward to o  ering his 
telescope to the public for a spe-
cial viewing of Monday’s solar 
eclipse.

The Hammond Civil Air-
port Patrol will host Eclipse 
Day from noon to 3 p.m. at the 
Hammond airport. The Civil 
Air Patrol building is at 700 
Judge Leon Ford Drive just 
north of the terminal. It is Air-
port Building No. 8.

Taylor’s 8-inch Meade tele-
scope will be one of the three 
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Telescopes
to provide
rare views
of eclipse

Road work
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECT — City of Ponchatoula workers Bubba Triche, Jeremy Gaten, 
Heath Gomez and Jeff Borum work on a waterline at the intersection of West Hickory Street 
and Northwest Railroad Avenue Wednesday morning. They prepared to jackhammer out the 
rest of the concrete to continue the road work. Triche said the project was expected to be 
complete by today.

Unwelcome visitors tem-
porarily made Ponchatoula 
Volunteer Fire Department’s 
main station on East Pine 
Street their upside down 
hangout spot.

Tangipahoa Parish Rural 
Fire Protection District No. 1 
held a special board meeting 
Monday night to  gure how 
to clean out the bat droppings 
left behind by the nightly crea-
tures that made themselves 
at home in a space between 
the two-story building’s front 
brick facade and the metal 
structure behind it.

“The chief had a Halloween 
party last year, and he didn’t 
send all his guests home,” said 
Board President Carlo Bruno.

The  re board ultimately 
decided to seek quotes for 
tearing down the outer brick 
wall, looking at cost per foot. 
Once the wall is removed 
enough to reach the bats’ part-
ing gifts, the district will seek 
a quote for sanitizing the con-
taminated space and another 
quote for rebuilding the wall.

But before any work can 
happen, the volunteer  re de-
partment must wait to hear 
from an adjustor to see if the 
incident will be covered by the 
district’s insurance policy. If it 
is not covered, Bruno said the 
district will have to pay the 
costs, but it will be ready to do 
so with quotes.

Ponchatoula Fire Chief 
Rodney Drude recently noti-
 ed the district that his de-

partment had bats living be-
hind the front exterior wall. 

The bats are gone now and 
the volunteer  re department 

has taken steps to ensure they 
do not return. However, the 
droppings are dangerous to 
humans health, so the build-
ing has been vacated since 
then and will remain so until 
it can be sanitized.

In the meantime,  re  ght-
ers have been posted at the old 
 re station across North First 

Street that is normally used 
for storage.

“This is their main  re sta-
tion and he cannot house any-
body there,” Fire District Ad-
ministrator Dennis Crocker 
told the board.

According to the U.S. Cen-
ter for Disease Control, bat 
guano is associated with His-
toplasmosis, a disease caused 
by a fungus that primarily af-
fects the lungs and if untreat-
ed can be deadly.

Crocker said the space 
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Bats leave fire station with 
potentially pricey problem
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DO NOT ENTER — A sign on 
the door of Ponchatoula Fire 
Department’s Central Station 
warns visitors against com-
ing inside.
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